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10. The Jihad-e Sazandegi Engineering and Supporting Role
Engineer Yadollah Shamayeli

By Akbar Rostami

Abstract:
During the second round of the course of transferring the culture and experiences of the Holy Defense Command-
ers held in the southern operational areas and for completing the description of the units' functions, a part of the
speeches was also attributed to the description of the status and performance of a certain specialized units in the war,
one of which whose performance would be studied was the Jihad-e Sazandegi engineering and supporting unit. In his
speech, Yadollah Shamayeli, one of the founders of the Jihad-e Sazandegi in Khuzestan, and the commander of the Ji-
had Unit in Karbala Headquarters during the Holy Defense era, introduced and described the actions of the trench-less
jihadgaran. During his speech in the Rahayn-e-Misaq gathering place in Abadan on April 30, 2016, he spoke on issues
such as the emergence, organization, evolution and the most important actions of Jihad during the Holy Defense era.

xIm[x

11. The IRGC Engineering Unit Role in the Operation Valfajr 8
Engineer Muhammad Reza Attarzadeh

By Hohatollah Karimi

Abstract:

uring the first round of the course of transferring the culture and experiences of the Holy Defense Commanders

held in the Monument of Shalamcheh on December 2015, Engineer Mohammad Reza Attarzadeh one of the com-
manders of IRGC engineering unit and then commander of the 42nd Qadr engineering unit during the Holy Defense
era, initially gave a brief history of the activities of the IRGC engineering unit in the war from the beginning to the time of
implementing the Operation Valfajr 8, and then referred to engineering measures and activities would pave the grounds
for implementing the Operation Valfajr 8. Attarzadeh went on to explain the efforts and engineering measures to cross
the Arvand and also described the term "destructive explosion" as an attempt by the engineering unit to destroy the en-
emy's obstacles on the western coast of Arvandrud. He finally, described the various engineering initiatives to support
the warriors and to make a connection between the eastern and western shores of Arvandrood during the operation
and after capturing the city of Faw.
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12. The IRGC Artillery Role in Two Major Operations Valfajr 8 and Karbala 5
Brigadier General (IRGC) Yaqub Zohdi

By Hohatollah Karimi

Abstract:

n the second round of the course of transferring the culture and experiences of the Holy Defense Commanders held in the

Monument of Shalamcheh, Sardar Yaqub Zohdi one of the commanders of IRGC artillery unit during the Holy Defense era
described the IRGC artillery unit performance in the Operations Valfajr 8 and Karbala 5. He initially described the generalities
of the IRGC artillery unit and classified the missions of this unit in two general and tactical missions, and then explained the
organization of the IRGC artillery unit. Sardar Zohdi continued to describe the role and performance of the IRGC artillery in
Operation Valfajr 8. He finally emphasized on the role of the fire in Operation Karbala 5 and explained the efforts, actions and
initiatives of the IRGC artillery unit in this operation as one of the most striking operations of the Iraq and Iran War.
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7. The 25th Special Karbala Division in Operation Valfajr 8
Brigadier General (IRGC) Morteza Qorbani and his accompanied team

By Muhammad Fardi

Abstract:

n the second round of the course of transferring the Holy Defense commanders’ experiences, The 25th Special Karbala Division

was selected as an indictment division in Operation Valfajr 8 to enable the commanders of this division to explain for the students of
IRGC Command and General Staff College as the future commanders of this organization some of the related issues including the
commanding approach of the division, the interactions between the commanders, engineering actions, support operations, observ-
ing the security intelligence and other command and control matters during the Operation Valfajr 8. Undoubtedly, it is not possible to
ignore the role of the 25th Special Karbala Division in this operation, and it may be argued that this division played the most important
role in the conquering of the Faw. The main speaker of the meeting was the Brigadier General (IRGC) Morteza Qorbani, then com-
mander of the 25th Special Karbala Division who along with the other members of his team, including Sayyid Morteza Husseini,
Sardar Kasaiyan, Sardar Behnam, Sardar Qazavi, Sardar Kazem Husseini, and Rajab Karimi delivered their lectures in the Rahayn-
e-Misaq gathering place in Abadan, from April 28 to 29, 2016. In this article which is organized according to the order and subject
of the speeches, initially the remarks of Sardar Qorbani on the preparation of the operation and Sayyid Morteza Husseini on the
maneuver of the 25th Special Karbala Division in Operation Valfajr 8 and then the remarks of Sardar Kasaiyan on the maneuvering of
the division in the Operation Valfajr 8 and the reasons for the success of the operation and the words of Sardar Behnam on the opera-
tions and mission of the 3rd Brigade of this division as well as the descriptions presented by Sardar Qazavi on the armored perfor-

mance and Sardar Kazem Husseini on the communications performance of the division for the students are described, respectively
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8. The 31st Ashura Division in Operation Valfajr 8
Brigadier General (IRGC) Amin Shariati and his accompanied team

By Muhammad Muhammadpur

Abstract:

ardar Amin Shariati is one of the IRGC commanders during the Holy Defense era who had been involved with the enemy since

the start of the imposed war on Susangerd Axis, along with the other IRGC commanders such as Sardar Mohammad Ali Jafari
(currently the commander of the IRGC) and Sardar Ahmad Gholampur and the others. He has assumed various responsibilities
during the course of the war and is considered as the founder and the first commander of the 31st Ashura Brigade. When the 31st
Ashura Brigade transformed into a division and the martyred Sardar Mehdi Bakeri was appointed as its commander, Amin Shariati
was headed to the Headquarters of Najaf Ashraf on the middle front and led along with Sardar Mohammad Ali (Aziz) Jafari and
served as Deputy Head of Operational Intelligence section. After the martyrdom of Mehdi Bakeri, however, the commanding of the
31st Ashura Division was again assigned to him. Sardar Shariati participated in the first round of the course of transferring the culture
and experience of the Holy Defense Command to the students of Command and General Staff College of Imam Hussein(as) Uni-
versity in December 2015 to describe his own management and command performance and the process in which the 31st Ashura
Division would break the enemy defensive lines during Operation Valfajr 8. In this meeting, he was accompanied by Sardar Asghar
Abbasqolizadeh, Sardar Mansur Ezatti, and Mr. Muhammad Habibollahi.
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9. The 10th Sayyid al-Shohda(as) Division in a Supporting Attack during Operation Valfajr 8
Brigadier General (IRGC) Ali Fazli

By Muhammad Fardi

Abstract:

n the second round of the course of transferring the culture and experience of the Holy Defense Command to the students of

Command and General Staff College at the Rahayn-e-Misaq gathering place in Abadan on the evening of Saturday, April 30,
2016, Sardar Ali Fazli, currently the deputy head of the Basij Mostazafin organization and then commander of the 10th Sayyid al-
Shohada(as) in the Operation Valfajr 8, described a Supporting Attack during Operation Valfajr 8 which was implemented by the 10th
Sayyid al-Shohada(as) Brigade, 21st Imam Reza(as) Brigade, and the 18th Al-Ghadir Brigade on the Umm ar-Rasas Island. He was
the commander of the the 33rd Al-Mahdi(ajtf) Brigade since March 1982, when the brigade was founded, until June 23, 1982, when
he was replaced by Muhammad Jafar Asadi. Before the Operation Ashura 3, a whisper of the probable appointment of Sardar Fazli
as the commander of the 27th Muhammad Rasul Allah(pbuh) Division was heard, but Mr. Mohsen Rezaei, then IRGC commander-
in-chief appointed him as the commander of the 10th Sayyid al-Shohada(as) and Sardar Mohammad Kusari as the commander
of the 27th Muhammad Rasul(pbuh) Allah Division. In his speech, Sardar Fazli highlighted the importance of implementing a Sup-
porting Attack during Operation Valfajr 8 and described the reconnaissance operations, support problems, safeguarding the security
affairs of the operation and some specific events of support operations. He also mentioned several memories, the special role of the
Basij in the Holy Defense and the role that the Basij can play in the future to Defend the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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4. The 10th Sayyid al-Shohda(as) Division in Operation Karbala 5
Brigadier General (IRGC) Ali Fazli

By Amir Muhammad Hekmatian

Abstract:

he mission of the 10th Sayyid al-Shohada(as) Division in Operation Karbala was to carry out an operation in a part of

Panjzelei (a pentagon area) and to occupy enemy crescent positions at the north of the Shalamche Road. The major
importance of this division in securing and occupying the Shalamcheh border road as the main line of communications of
the eastern lands of Basra was to such an extent that in the event of the failure of the units of this division, the arrival of
the units of the Quds and Najaf Headquarters in the operation area would encounter with a serious problem. This unit was
deployed in the next steps of the Operation Karbala 5 in the west of the Fish Canal area and then on the shores of the
Shatt al-Arab. Given the importance of the performance of this division, the Brigadier General (IRGC) Ali Fazli participated
in the first round of the course of transferring the culture and experiences of the Holy Defense, held in the camp of Misaq
in Abadan in winter 2015 to explain the lessons of Operation Valfajr 8, the performance of the 10th Sayyid al-Shohda(as)
Division in Operation Karbala 5 for the students of Command and General Staff College of Imam Hussein(as) University.
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5. The 27th Muhammad Rasul Allah(pbuh) Division in Operation Karbala 5
Brigadier General (IRGC) Muhammad Kousari and his accompanied team

By Sayyid Muhammad Tabatabaei

Abstract:

he Brigadier General (IRGC) Muhammad Kousari, one of the commanders of the 8year Holy Defense, along with

the Brigadier General (IRGC) Ahmad Bigdeli, participted in the second round of the course of transferring the com-
manders’ experience to express some of his own commanding experience during the war for the students of Command
and General Staff College. After the martyrdom of Abbas Karimi, he was appointed by the IRGC Commander-in-Chief
as the commander of the 27th Muhammad Rasul Allah(pbuh) Division. Performing the commanding duty at the critical
junctures during the middle period of the war, including major operations of Valfajr 8 and Karbala 4 and 5, as well as
the operations in the final years of the war, provided him with a valuable leadership experience and he was given a
chance in this round to present a small amount of them to the students therein. The most important issues presented at
this meeting were: Referring to the history of the formation of the 27th Muhammad Rasul Allah(pbuh) Division, a review
of two different views on the management of war (ideological and political perspectives), discussing the issues of com-
manders' meetings in determining the operational area of Karbala 5, description of this operations and hard battle in
the Fish Canal area and the issue of spirituality and Rationality in the war.

u
6. Describing the generalities of the Operation Valfajr 8
Major General (IRGC) Sayyid Rahim Safavi

By Muhammad Fardi

Abstract:
During the second round of the course of transferring the Holy Defense Commanders’ experiences held on the morning
of Friday, April 29, 2016, the Arvandkenar Martyrs Monument in Abadan witnessed the presence of the Major General
(IRGC) Sayyid Rahim Safavi, the former commander of the IRGC and the currently advisor to the Supreme Leader in the
affairs of the armed forces, to explain the generalities of the Operation Valfajr 8 for the students of IRGC Command and
General Staff College. In his speech, Major General Safavi outlined the importance of Operation Valfajr 8 and explained the
design and implementation process of this operation, the combat organization of the friendly and enemy forces, the most
important results and characteristics of the operation, and a certain political and military events associated with the operation.
He also replied the questions raised, including the reasons for the reoccupation of Faw by Iraq in the final months of the war,
the use of the experiences of the Operations Kheiber and Badr during the Operation Valfajr 8, and the reasons for chang-
ing the strategy of implementing the operations on the western front instead of the south fronts in the final year of the war.
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1. The Iraq and Iran War: Perceptions and Approaches
Vice Admiral Ali Shamkhani

By Amir Muhammad Hekmatian

Abstract:

he opening ceremony of the second round of the course of transferring the culture and experiences of the

Holy Defense was held on Sunday, April 24, 2016 at Imam Hussein(as) Comprehensive University. Describing
the stages of the imposed war during this ceremony, Vice Admiral Ali Shamkhani spoke about the commanders'
understanding of the beginning of the war and post-war approaches for the students. In his speech, he spoke on
these issues: The society's view of the war, how analyzing and interpreting the war, the goals of Iraq from attack-
ing Iran, the inadequate reception of certain politicians and military authorities from the Iraqi invasion of Iran, the
formation and growth of the IRGC, the factors affecting the victory or failure in the war, and the available thoughts
among the Iranians for dealing the aggressive enemy.
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2. The 19th Fajr Division in Operations Karbala 4 & 5
Brigadier General (IRGC) Muhammad Nabi Rudaki and his accompanied team

By Amir Muhammad Hekmatian

Abstract:

he success of the units of 19th Fajr and 57th Abolfazl(as) in the Operation Karbala 4 was the basis for

the IRGC senior commanders decision-making on designing and executing the Operation Karbala 5 in the
Shalamcheh general area. Therefore, the Brigadier Generals (IRGC) Muhammad Nabi Rudaki, then commander
of the 19th Fajr Division and Khodadad Ebrahimi, then responsible for the intelligence of the division as well as
Mr. Sultan Abadi, then deputy commander of the Division, during the first round of the course of transferring the
culture and experiences of the Holy Defense commanders in December 2015, and the second round in April 2016
in the Monument of the Algameh Martyrs in Khorramshahr described the 19th Fajr Division performance during
the Operations Karbala 4 and 5 in Shalamcheh. A certain matters such as determining the mission and transfer-
ring the units to the operational area, reconnaissance activities in the region of Shalamcheh, the obstacles and
problems of this area, and ultimately the performance of the 19th Division in both operations of Karbala 4 and 5
were some of the matters presented in their speeches.
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The 33rd Almahdi(ajtf) Division in Operation Karbala 4
Brigadier General (IRGC) Muhammad Jafar Asadi and his accompanied team

By Amir Muhammad Hekmatian

Abstract:

n Operation Karbala 4, the 33rd Al-Mahdi Division(ajtf) as one of the main units of the Noah Headquarters suc-

ceeded to break the enemy line by crossing the Arvand River in front of Minoo Island, but in spite of progress on
the western coast of Arvandroud, it was encountered with a large group of the enemy forces therein. Considering
the importance of this unit, the Brigadier General (IRGC) Muhammad Jafar Asadi, then commander of the 33rd
Division of Al-Mahdi(ajtf) along with several commanders of this division participated in the second round of the
course of transferring the culture and experiences of the Holy Defense to the students of Command and General
Staff College of Imam Hussein(as) University on Wednesday, April 27, 2016 at 6:00 pm in the Monument of the
Hoveizadeh Martyrs and described the performance of the 33rd Division of Al-Mahdi(ajtf) during the Operations
Karbala 4 and 5.
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